
March 19, Solemnity of St. Joseph, patron of the Church 

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary’s, St. John’s and Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Our faith and trust is in Jesus Christ.  He is the Savior of the World. Due to the pandemic 

caused by the Covid-19 virus, Bishop David Talley made the difficult decision that all public 

Masses throughout the Diocese of Memphis are canceled “until further notice.”  The safety 

of our parishioners in our Catholic community, especially the most vulnerable, is of greatest 

importance.  Following the guidance of our Bishop, the local, state and national health 

officials and civil authorities, the follow decisions have been made. 

• The Parish Office is operating under normal business hours, 9-5, Monday-Friday. 

• All parish meetings or gatherings are cancelled. Small group meetings of less than 15 

can be held only with permission of the pastor, Fr. David. 

• The Adoration Chapel at this time remains open. Our small chapel must be limited to 

8 total people at a time and will be strictly enforced. On Monday through Friday 

Perpetual Adoration will be moved into the church from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Enter 

through the door next to the Adoration Chapel.  After 9:00 p.m. Adoration will return 

to the Divine Will and Mercy Adoration Chapel until 7:00 a.m. Do not visit the Chapel 

if you are not feeling well or if someone in your home is sick. Keep at least 6 feet 

between you and non-family adorers. No public prayer is allowed during Adoration. 

• St. Mary’s School is closed. The students will participate in “long distance learning,” 

starting March 30.  At this time, we hope to reopen the school on April 14. 

• We are still working on the possibilities for our Children’s Faith Formation programs. 

• We plan to “livestream” Mass in English each day or at least on Sunday. We will 

update you as soon as we know how it will be available. There are many options for 

participating in Mass on TV and through the internet.  Check our parish website for 

more information on where to find those. 

• On April 5, Palm Sunday we will make palms available to pick up at the church. On 

that day from 12:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. please drive through the campus between 

the church and school.  The priests and deacons will be there to offer a blessing to 

you and your family and for you to receive your palms while remaining in the car. 

• At this time, we do not know if we will have Masses during Holy Week and Easter.  

We do not know if we will be able to celebrate First Communion and Confirmation. 

We will update you as soon as we know. 

• Consider praying the Liturgy of the Hours which is the daily Liturgical prayer of the 

Church and is prayed by all deacons, priests, bishops and consecrated religious. You 

can find it at https://Liturgy.Life or on the Catholic app Laudate. 

• Baptisms, Wedding and Funerals “until further notice” can only be celebrated with 

immediate family and with no more than 10 total people present. 

What we must do is stay connected spiritually in prayer.  I invite you to revive the 

ancient Catholic tradition of praying the Angelus at 6 a.m., 12 p.m. and 6 p.m. If you cannot 

https://liturgy.life/


pray the Angelus at all three times, please pray it at least once a day.  At 3:00 p.m. every 

day is the “Hour of Mercy,” the Hour that Jesus died on Good Friday.  I am asking every 

parishioner that can to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy every day at 3:00 p.m.  If you 

prefer, then pray a rosary at that time.  If possible, gather your children together and pray 

those prayers as a family. I am also asking every parishioner to pray the “Prayer for 

Protection in Time of Pandemic” offered by the Knights of Columbus.  I ask you to make this 

prayer a perpetual novena. Together let us storm heaven with faithful, fervent petition; 

entrusting each other, our families, our parish, our community and the world to God’s 

providential care. 

Also from Bishop Talley: “TO REMAIN UNITED, during these days of our national health 

and economic emergency, I offer the following: STARTING NEXT WEEK, on March 23 or 

24, we will publish on our CDOM website a schedule of evening spiritual exercises for all of 

us that are staying at home...for families and for those who live alone (like me, and do many 

of our priests). I ask that we begin at 7:00 p.m., and pray the spiritual exercise for that day. I 

will look to publish this day by day “CDOM PRAYER FOR UNITY” through FB. We will pray 

together, even though we remain isolated, for our neighbor’s sake. Next Monday or 

Tuesday...join me... join us...praying as the Diocese of Memphis...and of west Tennessee.” 

For our parishes, the Sunday collections are the main source of income. Your generous 

giving through the years has made it possible for our parishes to grow and thrive.  I trust that 

even if we are not gathering together for Mass, you will continue your generous financial 

stewardship.  A few options are possible for you.  Donations can be mailed directly to the 

parish office.  We also have online giving on our webpage (www.stmarys.tn.org, either click 

“Giving” at the top of the page or “Donate Now” down in the middle of the front page).  

Lastly, you can make your donation over the phone; just call Calli Carpenter at the Parish 

Office for assistance.  Your generous commitment is greatly appreciated. 

Please call and check on your neighbors and fellow parishioners. Stay connected by phone, 

text, and via St. Mary’s Facebook page, Flocknote, email and our parish website.  Fr. 

Richard, Fr. Abraham, myself and our deacons are here to serve and support you during 

these difficult days.  Please do not hesitate to call on us, we want to hear from you.  If you or 

one of your loved ones are in the hospital, please just ask and we will visit you. Call the 

parish office if you have any questions or concerns. Every day we will remember each and 

every parishioner and your intentions when we celebrate our private Masses. We look 

forward to the day when our loving Savior Jesus gathers us together once again to 

celebrate our greatest and most precious gift, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

In the love and mercy of Jesus, 

Fr. David Graham, pastor 


