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September 4, 2022                                                           Luke 14:25-33 

Discipleship 

I always like to place the gospel reading for a particular Sunday in the 
context of the time of Jesus earthly ministry. Today’s gospel is during 
Jesus final journey to Jerusalem for His last Passover meal with his 
apostles and His road to Calvary for His passion and death. He has spent 
over two years instructing His apostles and in today’s passage He hits a 
hard lesson on what it takes to be His disciple.  

Earlier this liturgical year in Luke 10 we heard about the mission of the 
Seventy- two disciples who Jesus sent ahead of Him in pairs with no 
money or provisions to announce His future arrival. They returned 
rejoicing that they had driven out demons and healed the sick in His 
name. This group of Jesus followers was known as disciples and 
numbered seventy-two the same number in the Jewish Sanhedrin, the 
group of judges headed by the high priest.  

At the time of Christ if you were a follower you were called a disciple. 
After Pentecost the term used to describe a follower of Christ’s teachings 
was Christian. For us as we declare ourselves a Christians we are telling 
the world that we are Disciples of Christ. In today’s gospel Jesus defines 
what it takes to a disciple. It is simple but not easy.  

I recall in the 50’s and 60’s  the evangelist Billy Graham would have large 

outdoor rallies where he would end the gathering by singing the hymn 
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“Onward, Christian Solders marching as to war with the cross of Jesus going 

on before!”  

I hope we have a few people here who have served in our military. When 
you veterans joined the military, you took an oath professing allegiance 
to the United States that you knew could cost you your life. Jesus 
requires that level of commitment from all of us.  

In today’s gospel we come to what for me was a troubling  statement 
when Jesus says in verse 25 “If anyone comes to me without hating his 
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters and even his 
own life he cannot be my disciple”. There is no place in Jesus teachings 
for literal hatred, so it is impossible to hold that He was telling us to hate 
earthly things that are nearest ad dearest to us. He was not suggesting 
that we should set aside the commandment to honor our earthly mother 
and father.  

I submit that when he was twelve and his earthly parents lost track of him 
on their way home from Jerusalem because he stayed in the temple 
conversing the with elders and priests. When His parents found Him and 
his mother said your father and I were worried about you He dutifully 
returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.  And when He 
was on the cross as a good and loving son he commissioned John to 
care for His mother. He was expressing His love for His mother.  

What is meant in this gospel passage is that as a disciple we must place 
our love for God above all else. Jesus must be first above all earthly 
relationships. Recall the passage the one cannot serve two masters – 
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God and mammon; that is God and money. For one will love one and hate 
the other. God alone deserves to be first above everything else in our 
lives because He willingly offered Himself on the cross for our sins. 

A second thing Jesus said in today’s gospel versus 27 is “Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple”. I 
understand that Jesus’ cross was the sins of all mankind which he dies 
for on the cross. What I have been told is that our individual crosses are 
our own sins which we must account for. Thank the Lord for the 
sacrament of Reconciliation that allows us to ask and receive Christ’s 
forgiveness for our shortcomings. What a blessing. 

Allow me to list the conditions of discipleship: 

1- To love God more than anyone or anything else in the world.  
2- Carry your own cross. In so doing we are to take care of others by 

sacrificing our own interests.  
3- Possess nothing. Money is a good servant but a bad master. 
4- Obey the teachings of Jesus. In this we are commanded to be His 

witnesses. 
5- Love one another. The entire bible is and commandments are 

summed up in love. It is not an option to love others it is what 
disciple do.  

Let me offer a footnote. I suggest that discipleship is all about humility 
and recognizing that God is in charge all the time.  

I recall that one of my religious teachers taught that we all need have two 
pockets and reach into the one that meets your immediate need. In the 
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left pocket one should put a note card that says “be humble” on one side 
and on the back write “remember that thought art dust and to dust you 
will return”.  When you are high and mighty one should reach into your 
left pocket and bring yourself back to reality and know that God is at 
work.   

In the right pocket, label the front of the card ‘you are a child of God” and 
on the other side write “you were made for the kingdom of God”.  And 
whenever life challenges you like you are late for an appointment or 
someone insults you reach in your right pocket and know God loves you.  
I submit that you if you reach in your left pocket to remind you to be 
humble you will automatically reach in your right pocket and realize that 
God is with you. 

I conclude with Onward Christian solders.  AMEN 


